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is satisfactory to you" (Ibid., p. 34$) ; and on
the floor of the House in January 1819, he de-
fended Jackson as "authorized by the supreme
law of nature and nations the law of self-defence
... to enter the Spanish territory of Florida"
'(Annals of Congress, 15 Cong., 2 Sess., pt. I,
col. 867). As a lover of freedom and as a hu-
manitarian, he opposed the use of drafted labor
on roads as a restraint on the liberty of free
men. In January 1815 he supported the re-ces-
sion of the District of Columbia to Maryland
and Virginia inasmuch as the constitutions of
neither of these states provided for the cession
of any citizens or for depriving them of their
right to vote. He opposed slavery and expressed
sympathy for the "unfortunate" slave states. De-
voutly religious, as chairman of the committee
on post office and post roads he opposed the de-
livery of mails on Sunday; he believed in a
"Mighty Being who raises and depresses na-
tions" (see however Ramsey, post, p. 663). He
died a bachelor, leaving a large estate. He was
buried at Blountville near his old home. His
name is perpetuated in Rhea County and in
Rheatown in Greene County, Tenn.

[Manuscript genealogical notes by C. M. McCtung
in Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville; family papers
in and near Blountville, Tenn.; information from the
secretary of Princeton University; Journal of the Con-
vention of 1^96 and of the first two sessions of the leg-
islature of Tennessee (1852) ; The State Records of
N. C., XX, 647, XXI, 193, 198, 209, 432, XXII, 36-53
(1902-07) ; American State Papers: Military Affairs,
vol. I (1832), 688-762; American State Papers: In-
dian Affairs, vol. II (1834), 95; J. S, Bassett, Corre-
spondence of Andrew Jackson, vol. II (1927) ; M. B.
Hamer, "John Rhea of Tenn.," East Tenn. Hist. Soc.
Pubs,, Jan. 1932; J. G. M. Ramsey, Annals of Tenn.
(1853) J Knoxville Gazette, May 6, 1809 I Knoxville
Register, June, 18, 1822.]                             M. B.H.

RHEES, WILLIAM JONES (Mar. 13,1830-
Mar. 18, 1907), bibliographer, was born in Phil-
adelphia, Pa., the son of Benjamin Rush Rhees
and Margaret Grace (Evans). His father was
a practising physician in Philadelphia, one of
the founders of Jefferson Medical College, and
a member of the original faculty; his grand-
father was the Rev. Morgan John Rhees, a Bap-
tist clergyman who came from Wales and set-
tled in Somerset, Pa. On his mother's side, he
was descended from Evan Evans who organized
the 2nd Battalion of militia from Chester Coun-
ty, Pa., and was its colonel, and also from John
Lukens, surveyor general for Pennsylvania, and
a commissioner in 1781 for extending Mason
and Dixon's line.

William Rhees was graduated from the Cen-
tral High School, Philadelphia, in 1847, and
soon after settled in Washington, D. C. Here
he had charge of social statistics for the Sev-
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enth United States Census, and served as sec-
retary of the central executive committee in
Washington of the World's Fair held at London
in 1851. On July i of the following year he was
made chief clerk of the Smithsonian Institution,
and was thereafter chief executive officer, under
the secretary, of the affairs of the Institution
and in charge of its publications. This position
he held during the lives of Secretary Henry and
Secretary Baird and for a time under Secretary
Langley. During their absence he frequently
served as acting secretary. As he grew older
and the duties of his office became more onerous
he was made keeper of the archives. At the time
of his death it was said of him that "his knowl-
edge of the affairs of the Institution was wide,
and with him there passed away the principal
human repository of its history for he had been
connected with it almost since its inception"
(Annual Report . . . Smithsonian Institution,
1907, 1908, p. 39).^

He was public spirited and during his younger
days was active in civic affairs, serving as trus-
tee of the public schools of Washington during
1862-68, 1873-74. He was a founder and at
one time president of the Washington Young
Men's Christian Association, and during the
Civil War was active in its philanthropic work-
in 1856 he organized a lecture bureau which se-
cured the services of eminent speakers for lec-
tures throughout the United States, and he had
charge of Prof. John TyndalPs lectures during
his visit to America in 1872. In later life he be-
came interested in patriotic organizations and
was one of the founders of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution in the District of Columbia, oJ
which he served as registrar.

His numerous writings included the ann.ua
reports of the Smithsonian Institution and i
number of contributions to its Miscellaneoui
Collections. Among these publications wer<
The Scientific Writings of James Smithsoi
(1879) and James Smithson and His Beques
(1880). He also made many compilations
among which were Manual of Public Libraries
Institutions and Societies in the United State
and British Provinces of North Americ
(1859), Catalogue of Publications of the Smith
sonian Institution (1882), and periodic list
of publications of the Smithsonian Institutio
(1862-1906). His last work of importance wa
The Smithsonian Institution; Documents Rek
tive to Its Origin and History 1835-1899 (
vols., 1901). He died in Washington, and we
buried in Rock Creek Cemetery. To the Smitl
sonian Institution he bequeathed a fund whic
bears his name. He was twice married: first, 1
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